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‘Tiada alasan munasabah tarik balik moratorium’

Georgetown: Sahabat Alam Ma-
laysia (SAM) mempersoal kepu-
tusan Kementerian Air, Tanah
dan Sumber Asli menarik semula
moratorium perlombongan
bauksit di Pahang, selain menyi-
fatkan tiada justifikasi untuk ber-
buat demikian.

Presiden SAM, SM Mohamed Id-
ris, turut mempersoalkan sama
ada keputusan itu dibuat selepas
menjalankan rundingan bersama
Kementerian Tenaga, Sains, Tek-
nologi, Alam Sekitar dan Peruba-
han Iklim (MESTECC) atau seba-
liknya.

Sehubungan itu, katanya, SAM
menggesa Kementerian Air, Tanah

dan Sumber Asli tidak menarik
semula pengharaman perlombo-
ngan bauksit, berikutan kekura-
ngan langkah dan kawalan alam
sekitar diambil untuk mencegah
berulangnya kes pencemaran.

Jejas alam sekitar, komuniti
“Kementerian Air, Tanah dan Sum-
ber Asli bertanggungjawab meng-
awal industri perlombongan, ter-
masuk bauksit dan tidak mem-
punyai kuasq.‘mengawal kesan
alam sekitar yang terletak di ba-
wah MESTECC bagi penguatkua-
saan Akta Kualiti Alam Sekeliling
1974.

“Moratorium terhadap perlom-

bongan bauksit ini dibuat kerana
kesannya terhadap alam sekitar
dan menjejaskan komuniti tem-
patan,” katanya dalam satu kenya-
taan di sini, semalam.

Sebelum ini, Kementerian Air,
Tanah dan Sumber Asli dalam ke-
nyataannya berkata, tempoh mo-
ratorium kegiatan perlombongan
dan pengeksportan bauksit dari Pa-
hang dilanjutkan sehingga 31 Mac
selepas persetujuan dicapai angara
Menterinya, Dr Xavier Jayakumar
dan Menteri Besar Pahang, Datuk
Seri Wan Rosdy Wan Ismail.

Moratorium itu dilaporkan ha-
nya ditarik balik selepas prosedur
operasi standard (SOP) baharu ber-

SM Mohamed Idris

hubung perlombongan, pengang-
kutan, pengurusan stok simpanan
dan pengeksportan bauksit dimuk-
tamadkan.

SM Mohamed berkata, tindakan
Xavier itu antara lain disifatkan
sebagai tidak mempedulikan ke-
bimbangan terhadap alam sekitar
dan masyarakat setempat, yang
terjejas ekoran kegiatan perlom-
bongan bauksit.

Xavier dikatakan tidak mempe-
dulikan kebimbangan terhadap
alam sekitar dan tidak berunding
dengan komuniti tempatan yang
terjejas, atau kumpulan alam se-
kitar berhubung perkara ini dan
tunduk kepada industri bauksit.
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UMT, Met Dept ink deal to upgrade tsunami alter system

UNIVERSITI Malaysia Terengganu (UMT)
recently signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Malaysian Meteorologi-
cal Department to upgrade the warning
system and dissemination of information
related to storm and tsunami disaster.

UMT vice-chancellor Professor Datuk
Nor Aieni Mokhtar said the collaboration
was to build a comprehensive system in
providing latest information on sea condi-
tions.

“This collaboration involves the sharing
of atmosphe#tc and oceanographic data in
the waters of the South China Sea.

“The project hopes to channel informa-
tion more effectively to the South China Sea
coast communities in the event of a storm
disaster so that proactive measures can be
taken immediately.

“This information and data are also seen
as a contributing factor to the setting up of
guidelines and formulation of policy by re-
lated agencies in the future,” said Nor Aieni,
at the signing ceremony held at the univer-
sity in Kuala Terengganu.

Professor Datuk Nor Aieni Mokhtar (second from right) exchanging the
Memorandum of Understanding documents with Alui Bahari ( second from left)
at the signing ceremony recently.

The ceremony saw Malaysian Meteoro-
logical Department director-general Alui
Bahari signed on behalf of the government,
and Ministry of Energy, Science, Technol-
ogy, Environment and Climate Change, and
witnessed by Meteorology Department Re-
search and Technical Development Division
director Ambun Dindang and UMT Oceano-
graphic and Environmental Institute direc-
tor Associate Professor Dr. Aidy [@ Moham-
ed Shawal M. Muslim.

“"UMT has worked closely with the Ma-
laysian Meteorological Department since
2017 in the development of the Ocean Fore-
casting System [OFS) project.

“Today, UMT once again has build syn-
ergies in an effort to create a system in
dissemination of information in regards to
temperature, current and wave forecasts.

“Hopefully with the success develop-
ment of this project, the collected data can
be channeled to other relevant agencies
and used in various application platforms
that benefit the fisheries, oil and gas, and
tourism industries.
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BAUXITE MINING

LIFTING OF MORATORIUM
'HUGE DISAPPOINTMENT’ -

The governments decision to Lift the moratorium on bauxite
mining in Pahang has triggered a whirlwind of controversy.
Kuantan residents and NGOs fear that resuming mining activities
will lead to a repeat of environmental transgressions they
endured before the moratorium was imposed in 2016. Even as
Water, Land and Natural Resources Minister Dr Xavier Jayakumar
gives his assurance that future mining activities will be put under
the microscope, his predecessor, Datuk Seri Wan Junaidi Tuanku
Jaafar, is casting doubt over whether operators are ready to abide
by the new regulations. Reports by T.N. ALAGESH, ROSLI
ZAKARIA, TASNIM LOKMAN and HASHINI KAVISHTRI KANNAN

KUANTAN

UTRAGED environ-

mental groups have

called on the govern-

ment to abort its de-
cision to lift the bauxite mining
moratorium, calling the decision
“a huge disappointment”.

They said the decision to allow
bauxite mining to resume was “a
slap in the face” of all those, es-
pecially residents, who had
fought hard to put a stop to the
activity, which had caused untold
misery to everyone living here.

Association for the Protection
of the Natural Heritage of
Malaysia president Puan Sri
Shariffa Sabrina Syed Akil called
on Water, Land and Natural Re
sources Minister Dr Xavier
Jayakumar to pull the hand-
brakes on his plans to allow baux-
ite operations to resume in April
and asked how such a decision
had been made without consult-
ing the people.

She rubbished Xavier’s state-
ment that there would be new
standard operating procedures
(SOP) and tighter law enforce-
ment, stating that “Mebody fol-
lows such SOP in Malaysia while
enforcement was non-existent”.

“So many people suffered from
bauxite mining; people died from
health complications, killed by
lorries in accidents and children
drowned in these mining pools
left by operators.

“Authorities blamed illegal op-
erators for it, but if they were do-
ing their job, it should not have

happened right under their noses.

“Before the moratorium was
imposed, Kuantan looked like
Mars.

“The people suffered badly and
the situation started to improve...
now you want to do this?

“Just stop... the mihister does
not live in Kuantan. He does not
know anything,” she told the New
Straits Times.

Kuantan member
of parliament Fuzi-
ah Salleh expressed
concern over the
decision, saying
that she feared it
would lead to pol-
lution isgues crop-
plngupdgdm

She highlighted
the issue of en-
forcement as well,
saying it was never
the country’s
strongest suit.

She added that
bauxite mining was
proven to cause
massive environ-
mental degrada-
tion, especially
since the process-
ing involved heavy
metals, such as cad-
mium, arsenic and

health

president

So many

people
suffered from
bauxite mining;
people died from

complications,
killed by lorries in
accidents and
children drowned
in these mining
pools left by
operators.

PUAN SRI SHARIFFA
SABRINA SYED AKIL
Association for the

Protection of the Natural
Heritage of Malaysia

Malaysia, too, expressed shock
about the government’s deci-
sion.

Its president, S.M. Mohamed
Idris, said the moratorium on
bauxite mining was imposed by
former environment and natural
resources Minister Datuk Seri
Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar three
years ago.

He said this was
due tothe severe en-
vironmental effects
caused by the min-
ing activities and
run-offs from unse-
cured stockpiles

* that contaminated
water sources, turn-
ing roads, rivers and
coastal waters red,
impacting local
communities, in-
cluding fishermen.

“Clearly, Xavier
has disregarded en-
vironmental con-
cerns and has not
consulted the af-
fected local com-
munities or envi-
ronmental groups
on the matter, and
has given in to the
bauxite industry,”
he said.

mercury, which
were discarded into rivers.
“Rivers in Kuantan during the
mining days in 2015 went from
class 3 to class 5 as it was heavily
polluted with the metals. It also
led to land erosion,” she said.
In George Town, Sahabat Alam

“We wonder if he
has consulted the Energy, Sci-
ence, Technology, Environment
and Climate Change Ministry,
which is the relevant authority on
environmental matters.”

Idris urged Xavier not to lift the
moratorium on bauxite mining as

there was no justification to do so
given the lack of clarity on the
environmental measures and
controls being taken to prevent
contamination and pollution
from recurring.

“Profits for the mining indus-

try must not be put ahead of

the environment and people’s
health.

“The environmental costs must
also be taken into account and we
are upset that the minister has
ignored this and has put the in-
dustry’s concerns ahead of pub-
lic interest,” he added.

It was reported that the mora-
torium on the mining and export
of bauxite from Pahang, which
ends on March 31, would not be
extended.

Following the announcement,
all activities on the mining and
export of the mineral could re-
sume, although this time with
new standard operating proce-
dures (SOP), as well as tighter law
enforcement.

Xavier had said this was be-
cause under the new SOP to be
introduced soon, only bauxite
that had been cleaned would be
allowed for export to protect the
environment.

He had said the new SOP was
carefully prepared to incorporate
four important aspects, namely
bauxite extract management,
transportation and enforcement,
storage area and management at
the ports and the export of baux-
ite.
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Ministry confident that industry

KUALA LUMPUR: The Water,
Land and Natural Resources
Ministry is keeping a positive
outlook that bauxite minigg in-
dustry players will comply with
the standard operating proce-
dures (SOP) when the morato-
rium is lifted in April.

“We are confident and hopeful
that industry players will adhere
and abide by the SOP once the
moratorium is lifted. Enforce-
ment bodies, such as the De-

partment of Environment and
the Pahang Land and Mines Of-
fice, must play their part as well
to ensure the industry is envi-
ronmentally sustainable,” its
minister, Dr Xavier Jayakumar,
told the New Straits Times.

On why the federal government
was lifting the ban and whether it
was driven by commercial de-
mand, Xavier said it was never
the government’s intention to
shut down the industry.

facility in Kuantan yesterday. PIC BY MUHD ASYRAF SAWAL
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‘Mining operators’ refusal
to heed rules the problem

KUALA LUMPUR: The new stan-
dard operating procedures for
bauxite mining may have been
drawn up, but are the operators
ready to toe the line?

Former natural resources and
environment minister Datuk Seri
Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar be-
lieved that the government’s de-
cision to lift the moratorium, im-
posed in 2016, might have come
too soon.

He said the previous federal
government had drafted new
rules and regulations
for mining operators
to comply with.

This, he said, was
done after establish-
ing a multi-depart-
mental committee,
which featured repre-
sentatives from the
police, local councils,
Road Transport De-
partment, Pahang gov-
ernment and various
teams from the min-
istry, including legal
and geo-science units,
to formulate the nec-
essary laws.

The moratorium, he said, was
introduced not only to stop en-
vironmental degradation, but al-
so to study and prepare for full-
fledged rules and regulations for
the industry, which at the time
was non-existent.

“The whole idea behind the
moratorium was not to stop the
industry, but to stop it from pol-
luting the environment... it was
bad, everything — houses, fields,
rivers, roads and schools — were
turning red.

“After consulting stakeholders,
as well as the Pahang palace, we
agreed to impose the moratorium
to clean and revive Kuantan, and,

Jaafar

Dauk Seri Wan
Junaidi Tuanku

at the same time, draw up the rules
and regulations for the industry,”
he told the New Straits Times.

He said among the items the
team came up with was specific
routes lorries could use to and
from the site and Kuantan Port,
the exact times and the types of
lorries that could be used.

The lorries, he said, were re-
quired to have their cargo bays
closed at all times and could only
be opened at the mining site and
the port.

The committee also
underlined the need
for mitigation plans in
the event of heavy
rain and floods, com-
mon in the east coast,
which would lead to
bauxite seeping and
polluting waterways.

Wan Junaidi said
the stumbling block
was not the lack of reg-
ulations, which they
had drawn up, but the
readiness of the oper-
ators to comply.

“The rules and reg-
ulations were prepared during the
moratorium period, but the indus-
try did not complete their part,
such as getting the correct lorries,
preparing mitigation plans for
stockpile sites, as well as the port
and mining sites. It was not done.”

He said RMIO million was al-
located to ensure that the port
complied with the new regula-
tions, but the changes were not
completed.

“As far as I'm concerned, once
the ministry lifts the moratorium,
the operators and industry play-
ers must comply with the SOP.
Otherwise, we will face the same
problem we did back in 2014 to
2016.”

players will comply with new SOP

“When the ban was imposed,
the main issue was the environ-
mental damage during the
transportation process of un-
processed bauxite as well as
poor enforcement.

“The issue of stopping the en-
tire industry due to this did not
arise following discussions with

bauxite benefits the state and
the industry as a whole.”

Xavier said sustainable mining
practices would be put in place
to avoid a repeat of environmen-
tal transgressions in the past.

He said the SOP standards be-
ing adopted were derived from
Australian and Canadian sus-

stakeholders, including local po-

tainable mining practices, which

litical leaders and the state gov-
ernment. Besides, all agreed
that the commercial demand for

were globally recognised.
“The ministry’s collaboration
with all relevant parties resulted

in the creation of a new SOP. It
contains four important as-
pects, namely bauxite extract
management, transportation
and enforcement, storage area
and management at the ports
and the export of bauxite.

“I expect all miners to adhere
to the terms and conditions we
had specified,” he said, adding
that failure to abide by the SOP
would result in the moratorium
being brought back in future.
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ECOLOGICAL BIODIVERSITY

MAKING SUSTAINABLE
CONSUMPTION WORK

We need to bridge
the gap between
environmental
issues, knowledge
and awareness,
writes DR WAN
KALTHOM YAHYA

ONCERN towards the

environment relating

to society and sustain-

able consumption has
been debated over the years. In
fact, the trend towards green
products and sustainable con-
sumption has bécome an
important agenda of organisa-
tions, society and the govern-
ment.

Sustainable consumption is an
activity defined by population
growth, economic activities,
technology choices, social val-
ues and policies. In stimulating
sustainable consumption, the
involvement of the government
in environmental issues is fun-
damentl.

The role of government is nec-
essary to provide supervision
and legislation.

The degree of global climate
change as evidenced by global
warming, ozone layer deple-
tion and a variety of other prob-
lem have boosted interest in
sustainable consumption
among academicians and envi-
ronmentalists.

Thus, how can the role of the
government in coming up with
and implementing policies, cou-
pled with greater public aware-
ness, stimulate sustainable con-
sumption among Malaysian cit-
izens? .

Environmental concerns in-
volve all parties in the commu-
nity. While public attitudes play
a very important role in curbing
environmental problems and is-
sues, some form of action from
the government is required to
implement strategies
that will meet the challenges of

sustainable consumption.
Based. on the current situa-
tion, the gap between environ-
mental issues and knowledge
among Malaysians still
exists. As a result, there is a ne-
cessity to bridge the gap by en-

hancing public awareness of-

ecological biodiversity and the
importance of the government’s
role, its policy and regulations to
develop sustainable consump-
tion.

Malaysia faces tremendous
challenges in ensuring sustain-
able development. Solid domes-
tic waste is one of our major en-
vironmental problems. Solid
waste relates to waste generat-
ed from products purchased by
the public for household use,
such as garbage, refuse, sludge
and other discarded solid ma-
terials.

The majority of consumers no-
tice how their purchasing be-
haviour has a direct impact on
ecological problems.

Yet, the public has put the
blame on the government,
commercial agriculture busi-
nesses or’‘oil companies in-
stead of themselves.

One of the challenges is to pro-
mote aggressively the under-
standing and awareness to-
wards environmental protec-
tion. Tremendous efforts have
been made by the government,
for example through the recy-
cling programme.

Recycling is one of the envi-
ronmentally-friendly tech-
niques of disposing garbage,
which aims to promote environ-
mental protection for the long
term.

It is worth noting that one of
the obstacles to recycling in
Malaysia is the lack of awareness
about the importance of sepa-
rating household solid waste
and a lack of interest of the local
community in participating and
contributing to the recycling
programmes.

In summary, consideration for
the environment comes only
from well-informed and aware
citizens who are fully committed
to their rights to a quality en-

vironment. A shift in the level of
awareness and attitudes has to
exist first in order to implement
a shift in behaviour.

No doubt, the role of the gov-
ernment in protecting the en-
vironment is important. Various
strategies have been carried out
by the government.

Social advertising can be seen
everywhere in an effort to ed-
ucate and encourage environ-
mental awareness among the
public.

And yet, there exists little or
perhaps no knowledge about en-
vironmental concern within the
local communities with no re-
markable improvement to the
condition of the environment at
present.

Enforcement needs to be
more aggressive in spreading
awareness and we must instil
confidence in local communities
at the grassroots level about the
environmental problems that
the country is facing. More ac-
tive and leading roles are need-
ed to encourage greater envi-
ronmental responsibility among
communities.

The media can play an active
role in emphasising the effort
and good work done by the gov-
ernment.

This will bring about effective
changes in the approach and at-
titude of the public towards en-
vironmental concerns.

Lastly, education must be one
of the strategies in fostering en-
vironmental and ecological
awareness among the public, es-
pecially young Malaysian adults
as they make up nearly 30 per
cent of the population.

Use them as agents of change.
They play a role in shaping the
present-day lifestyle of the next
generation that would drive
more sustainable patterns of
consumption to ensure that sus-
tainable consumption practices
work.

Talth Tol

uitm.edu. my
The writer is a lecturer at the
Faculty of Business and
Management, UiTM Melaka,

Alor Gajah campus




0% LAPORAN PEMANTAUAN MEDIA HARIAN

UKK MESTECC/ 20 FEB 2019

LAMPIRAN 5

UTUSAN MALAYSIA (DALAM NEGERI): MUKA SURAT 49

TARIKH: 20 FEBRUARI 2019 (RABU)

Bauksit: Bimbang
masalah berulang

KUANTAN 19Feb. - Keputusan
kerajaan tidak melanjutkan
tempoh moratorium bauksit
yang berakhir hujung bulan
depan menimbulkan kebim-
bangan pelbagai pihak khu-
susnya terhadap keupayaan
prosedur operasi standard
(SOP) baharu untuk menga-
tasi masalah yang timbul se-
belum ini.

Pengerusi Gerakan Rakyat
Hentikan Pencemaran Bauk-
sit (Geram), Ali Akbar Oth-
man berkata, SOP yang jelas
perlu diuar-uarkan kepada
umum Ssupaya orang ramai
boleh menjadi pemantau jika
pemain industri bauksit ga-
gal mematuhinya.

Dalam masa sama, katanya,
Majlis Keselamatan Negara
(MKN) perlu dilibatkan bagi
membantu  penguatkuasaan
dalam memastikan keberke-
sanan pelaksanaan SOP ba-
haru selain memperkenalkan
bon jaminan sebagai deposit
ingkar prosedur tersebut.

“Geram mahu bon jaminan

sebanyak RM1 juta jika ingkar
SOP, hangus bon dan batal
lesen serta permit import
(AP),” katanya kepada Utusan
Malaysia di sini hari ini.

Semalam, Menteri Air,
Tanah dan Sumber Asli, Dr.
Xavier Jayakumar mengu-
mumkan tempoh morato-
rium kegiatan perlombongan
dan pengekspoman bauksit
dari negeri ini yang berakhir
pada 31 Mac ini tidak akan di-
lanjutkan. :

Berikutan  pengumuman
itu, semua aktiviti melombong
dan pengeksportan bahan
mineral berkenaan boleh diter-
uskan semula, namun kali ini
dengan SOP baharu serta pe-
nguatkuasaan undang-undang
yang lebih ketat. <

Sementara itu, Ahli Dewan
Undangan Negeri (ADUN)
Beserah, Andansura Rabu
berkata, masih terdapat ba-
nyak persoalan dalam SOP
baharu yang mana setakat ini
tidak dinyatakan dengan je-
las oleh kerajaan.




@\S LAPORAN PEMANTAUAN MEDIA HARIAN

LAMPIRAN 6

UKK MESTECC/ 20 FEB 2019

UTUSAN MALAYSIA (DALAM NEGERI): MUKA SURAT 45

TARIKH: 20 FEBRUARI 2019 (RABU)

Demonstrasi kereta
terbang pertama negara

Oleh SITINORHAWA MOHD. ALI
dan ANIS NABILA KHIDIR
pengarang@utusan.com.my

B KUALALUMPUR 19 FEB.

MPIAN rakyat Malaysia un-
Ituk melihat kereta terbang

kini selangkah lebih hampir
apabila demonstrasi kereta ter-
bang pertama negara dijangka
dibuat tahun ini.

Menteri Pembangunan Usa-
hawan, Datuk Seri Mohd. Red-
zuan Md. Yusof berkata, sebuah
kereta terbang tersebut diang-
garkan menelan belanja seban-
yak RM1.2 juta (AS$300,000).

Katanya, demonstrasi kereta
terbang pertama itu tersebut
dijangka diadakan di tasik Pu-
trajaya.

“lIa berbentuk dron yang
berkapasiti dua penumpang.
Dengan demonstrasi ini, kita
mahu menyedarkan usahawan
‘Malaysia bahawa inilah indus-
tri yang kita tengok pada masa

depan.  Mungkin
satu hari nanti dron
ini boleh digunakan
untuk menggem-
bala lembu dan
macam-macam
lagi.
“Tiada apa mus-
tahil dan usaha-
wan perlu bijak
mengambil pe-
luang daripada
teknologi yang sen-
tiasa berkembang.
Diharapkan dengan ada pelan-
caran ini, akan menggalakkan
pembangunan aero angkasa
serta industri dron negara,” ka-
tanya selepas Pelancaran Semi-
nar Muamalat dan Tadbir Urus
Terbaik Koperasi dekat sini hari
ini.

Mohd: Redzuan - berkata,
pelancaran tersebut juga me-
nyahut seruan Perdana Ménteri,
Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad un-
tuk mewujudkan industri dron
di negara ini.

MOHD. REDZUAN

“Semasa perjum-
paan saya dengan ke-
rajaan Jepun, mereka
menyatakan  akan
melancarkan kereta
terbang pertama pa-
da 2025. Jadi saya
mencadangkan ke-
pada kerajaan untuk
meletakkan Malaysia
setaraf dengan mere-
ka melalui demon-
strasi kereta terbang

pertama ini.
“Ini juga selari dengan draf
Rangka Kerja Keusahawa-

nan Nasional kita ada sebut-
kan bahawa sasaran untuk
membangunkan industri aero
angkasa negara. Ia berkait ra-
pat.

“Dron yang memuatkan
dua orang dan boleh terbang
ini tidaklah akan terbang de-
ngan laju, tetapi bolehlah untuk
memberangsangkan  pemba-
ngunan kejuruteraan di negara
kita,” katanya.




@ LAPORAN PEMANTAUAN MEDIA HARIAN

LAMPIRAN 7

UKK MESTECC/ 20 FEB 2019

UTUSAN MALAYSIA (DALAM NEGERI): MUKA SURAT 3
TARIKH: 20 FEBRUARI 2019 (RABU)

Bersatu padu pelihara alam
sekitar - Sultan Abdullah

KUALALUMPUR 19Feb. - Dalam
meniti arus pemodenan dan
pembangunan pesat negara,
Yang di-Pertuan Agong Al-
Sultan Abdullah Ri'ayatuddin
Al-Mustafa Billah Shah bertitah
seluruh rakyat Malaysia mesti-
lah bertanggungjawab memeli-
hara khazanah alam sekitar.

Sebagai khalifah yang ber-
peranan untuk memelihara
persekitaran di bumi ini, Seri
Paduka bertitah, tugas itu bu-
kan hanya digalas oleh kera-
jaan semata-mata tetapi rak-
yat jelata mestilah turut sama
membudayakan sikap dalam
aspek penjagaan alam sekitar.

“Mutakhir ini, wujud pel-
bagai pencemaran dan kero-
sakan kepada alam sekitar
akibat daripada sikap serta
kelemahan manusia sendiri.
Kita sering kali terlupa bahawa
alam sekitar adalah komponen
utama yang diperlukan bagi
kehidupan yang selesa.

“Maka, saya ingin mengajak
setiap lapisan masyarakat tanpa
mengira darjat mahupun bang-
sa dan agama untuk bersatu
padu di dalam melestari serta
menjaga alam sekitar,” titah
Sultan Abdullah pada istiadat
Pengurniaan Darjah Kebesaran,
Bintang dan Pingat Wilayah
Persekutuan (DKBPWP) kepada
200 penerima sempena sambu-
tan Hari Wilayah Persekutuan
2019 di Istana Negara, hari ini.

Raja Permaisuri Agong,
Tunku Azizah Aminah Maimu-
nah Iskandariah Almarhum
Sultan Iskandar mengiringi
keberangkatan Seri Paduka
pada majlis yang diadakan di
Balairung Seri. Turut hadir,
Perdana Menteri, Tun Dr. Ma-
hathir Mohamad dan isteri,
Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah Mohd. Ali.

Menyifatkan sambutan Hari
Wilayah Persekutuan Ke-15
membawa pengertian besar,
sementelahan ia yang pertama
buat Sultan Abdullah dan Tunku
Azizah berangkat hadir setelah

AL-SULTAN Abdullah Ri'ayatuddin Al;Mustafa Billah Shah bertitah dalam

:::

Istiadat Pengurniaan Darjah Kebesaran, Bintang dan Pingat Wilayah
Persekutuan di Istana Negara, Kuala Lumpur, semalam. - BERNAMA

Wujud pelbagai
pencemaran dan
kerosakan kepada
alam sekitar akibat
daripada sikap serta
kelemahan manusia
sendiri. Kita sering
kali terlupa bahawa
alam sekitar adalah
komponen utama
yang diperlukan
bagi kehidupan
yang selesa.”

“ AL-SULTAN ABDULLAH
RIAYATUDDIN AL-
MUSTAFA BILLAH SHAH

dipilih sebagai Yang di-Pertuan
Agong Ke-16 pada 31 Januari
lepas, Seri Paduka melahirkan
rasa bangga dengan kepesatan

Wilayah Persekutuan.

“Saya amat bersyukur meli-
hat komitmen berterusan kera-
jaan membangunkan Wilayah
Persekutuan menerusi strategi
pertumbuhan ekonomi yang
mampan di samping membela
nasib rakyat di Wilayah Perseku-
tuan.

“Semoga Kementerian Wila-
yah Persekutuan dan kerajaan
saya di bawah pimpinan Me-
manda Perdana Menteri yang
luas pengalaman, akan terus
memacu peningkatan taraf
sosioekonomi rakyat dan mel-
onjakkan nama Wilayah Perse-
kutuan di pelosok dunia,” titah
Sultan Abdullah.

Sultan Abdullah melahirkan
rasa bangga dengan sembah
makluman kejayaan projek
River of Life (ROL) yang diik-
tiraf sebagai satu daripada
World's Top 10 Waterfront Dis-
tricts dan projek Taman Tugu,
satu inisiatif yang membangga-
kan dalam memelihara khaza-
nah warisan alam. - Bernama
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Pelihara khazanah alam sekitar

Wujud pelbagai
pencemaran,
kerosakan alam
sekitar akibat
sikap manusia

 KUALALUMPUR

alam meniti arus pe-
D modenan dan pemba-

ngunan pesat negara,
Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Al-
Sultan Abdullah Ri‘ayatuddin
Al-Mustafa Billah Shah berti-
tah, seluruh rakyat Malaysia
mestilah bertanggungjawab
memelihara khazanah alam
sekitar.

Sebagai khalifah yang
berperanan memelihara per-
sekitaran di bumi ini, baginda
bertitah, tugas itu bukan ha-
nya digalas oleh kerajaan se-
mata-mata tetapi rakyat jela-
ta mestilah turut sama

membudayakan sikap dalam
aspek penjagaan alam sekitar.

“Mutakhir ini wujud pel-
bagai pencemaran dan kero-
sakan kepada alam sekitar
akibat sikap dan kelemahan
manusia sendiri. Kita sering
kali terlupa alam sekitar ada-
lah komponen utama diper-
lukan bagi kehidupan yang
selesa.

“Maka, saya ingin meng-
ajak setiap lapisan masyara-
kat tanpa mengira darjat ma-
hupun bangsa dan agama
untuk bersatu padu di dalam
melestari sertamenjagaalam
sekitar," titah baginda pada
Istiadat Pengurniaan Darjah
Kebesaran, Bintang dan Pi-
ngat Wilayah Persekutuan
(DKBPWP) kepada 200 pene-
rima sempena sambutan
Hari Wilayah Persekutuan
2019 diIstana Negara, sema-
lam.

Raja Permaisuri Agong,
Tunku Azizah Aminah Mai-

Al-Sultan Abdullah bertitah pada Istiadat Pengurniaan Darjah
Kebesaran, Bintang dan Pingat Wilayah Persekutuan, semalam.

munah Iskandariah mengi-
ringi keberangkatan Seri Pa-
duka pada majlis yang
diadakan di Balairung Seri.
Turut hadir, Perdana Mente-
ri, Tun Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad dan isteri, Tun Dr Siti

Hasmah Mohd Ali.
Menyifatkan sambutan
Hari Wilayah Persekutuan ke-
15 membawa pengertian
besar, sementelah ia yang
pertama buat Al-Sultan Ab-
dullah dan Tunku Azizah

beréingkat hadir setelah dipi-
lih sebagai Yang di-Pertuan
Agong ke-16 pada 31 Januari
lalu, Seri Paduka melahirkan
rasa bangga dengan kepesat-
an Wilayah Persekutuan.
“Semoga Kementerian
Wilayah Persekutuan dan
kerajaan saya di bawah pim-
pinan Perdana Menteri yang
luas pengalaman, akan terus
memacu peningkatan taraf
sosioekonomi rakyatdan me-
lonjakkan nama Wilayah Per-
sekutuan di pelosok dunia,”
titah Al-Sultan Abdullah.
Baginda turutmelahirkan
rasa bangga dengan sembah
makluman kejayaan projek
‘River of Life' (ROL)yang di-
iktiraf sebagai satu daripada
'World's Top 10 Waterfront
Districts’ dan projek Taman
Tugu, satu inisiatif membang-
gakan dalam memelihara
khazanah warisan alam.
Selain kesepaduan rakyat
memulihara alam sekitar,

Yang di-Pertuan Agong ber-
titah, perpaduan rakyat pel-
bagai kaum dan agama hen-
daklah menjadi asas
kehidupan bermasyarakat di
negaraini dan dalam mende-
pani hari-hari mendatang.

Memetiksirah Rasulullah
yang meletakkan perpaduan
asas utama dalam memben-
tuk negara dan sentiasa me-
nyantuni umat tanpa mengi-
ra bangsa dan darjat, perlu
dijadikan iktibar, Al-Sultan
Abdullah melahirkan keya-
kinan Malaysia akan mengu-
kir kejayaan lebih cemerlang
apabila berupaya melintasi
jurang perbezaan dan mem-
bentuk perpaduan jitu.

Sementara itu, baginda
turut mengingatkan peneri-
ma darjah kebesaran supaya
menjaga maruah, integriti
dan nama baik diri bagi me-
ngekalkan kemuliaan dan
martabat anugerah yang di-
terima.
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Gempa bumi gegar
Malang diIndonesia

JAKARTA - Gempa
bumi sederhana beruku-
ran 5.9 pada skala Richter
menggegarkan kawasan
tenggara daerah Malang
di wilayah Jawa Timur
awal pagi semalam. :

Gempa berpusat di 159
kilometer (km) tenggara
daerah Malang itu ber-
laku pada pukul 2.30 pagi
waktu Indonesia Barat. -

Menurut Badan Meteo-
rologi, - Klimatologi dan
Geofisika (BMKG), gega-
ran gempa itu dirasakan
di Lumajang, Karang-
kates, Kuta, Nusa Dua
dan Malang. Tiada anca-
man tsunami dikeluar-
kan.

Setakat ini, belum ada

laporan kesan atau im-
pak gempa itu kepada
penduduk dan kawasan -
setempat.

Sementara itu, satu
lagi gempa bumi seder-
hana berukuran 5.5 pada
skala Richter dilaporkan
melanda Jawa Selatan
kira-kira pukul 3.30 pagi
semalam.

Menurut  kenyataan
Jabatan Meteorologi Ma-
laysia, kejadian gempa
dengan kedalaman 10km
itu berlaku pada jarak
209km selatan dari Bli-
tar, Indonesia.

Bagaimanapun, ia tidak
membawa ancaman tsu-
nanmii kepada Malaysia.

- Bernama
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An optical image of the MI06
galaxy stacked on an image of]
the galaxy’s emissions of mate-
rial (in orange). AFP PIC

UNPRECEDENTED

Study finds
300,000
new galaxies

PARIS: The known universe just
got a lot bigger. A new map of the
night sky published yesterday
charts hundreds of thousands of
previously unknown galaxies dis-
covered using a telescope that
can detect light sources optical
instruments cannot see.

The team behind the unprece-
dented survey said the discovery
shed new light on some of the uni-
verse’s deepest secrets, including
the physics of black holes and how
clusters of galaxies evolve.

Over 200 astronomers from 18
countries were involved in the
study, which used radio astron-
omy to look at a segment of the
northern hemisphere, and found
300,000 previously unseen light

| sources thought to be galaxies.

Radio astronomy allows scien-
tists to detect radiation pro-
duced when massive celestial ob-
Jjects interact. The team used the
Low Frequency Array telescope
in the Netherlands to pick up
traces - or “jets” - of ancient ra-
diation produced when galaxies
merge. These jets, previously un-
detected, can extend over mil-
lions of light years. AFP
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